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February 11, 1972 

H=lorzble Arthur K. Bolton 
Xttoiney General 
S ta te  of Georgia 
132 S tz te  Jud ic ia l  Bailding 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Dear P:r. Attorney Genersl: 

I arr; writ ing in  reference t o  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  
plan f o r  Georgia's U. S. Congressloazl Dis t r i c t s ,  
su5zit ted pursuant t o  Section 5 of the Votir~g Rights 
Act of 1965. 

I am aware of the inherext d r f f i c u l t i e s  faced  
5:7 a l eg i s l a tu re  i n  devising a reapportionment plaii 
of the type involved here. For thz t  reason we have 
coasidered the  plan i n  every de ta i l ,  a r ~ df ind  no basis 
f o r  o'ijecting t o  any p a r t i o n  of i t  except the  boundcries 
02 the proposed F i f t h  an& Sixth Congressional Dis t r i c t s .  
TJLkh respect t o  those, a f t e r  careful  review of all the 
inforlnztion available t o  us we have been unable t o  
coaclude, as  ws nixst u d e r  the Voting Rights Act, t h a t  
thzse new S~undar ie sw i l l  not have a discriminatory 
r a c i a l  e f f e c t  on voting 57 mini;n.izin~or d i lu t ing  
blzck vafills strexgth iz the A t l c i t a  area. Consequeritly, 
I must on behalf of the ntto=ey General interpose an 
obj zction t o  the  submitted F i f t h  arrd Sixth Congressional 
D i s t r i c t  bomdaries. 



O f  c o u r s e ,  as prov ided  iri S e c t i o n  5,  you hzvz 
tk z i t e ~ ~ a t i v c  a c ~ i o ain t h e  U:~lted02 i r .z t i t i i tkLg EL 

Srzzes E l s t r i c t  Coazt  f o r  t h e  Distzlct  o f  Colunbia f o r  
z d e e l a r s t o r y  j u d g n e ~ t  thst t h e  n e x  d i s t z i c t  l i n s s  do 
no+, have t h e  puzpose a d  w i l l  n o t  have the effect of 
d%-iying o r  a b ~ l d g ~ g  on account  o f  the right t o  v a t e  
rscz o r  c o l o r .  

lhe s u 5 a l ssi o - s  cf t h e  GeorgLa Eouse and S s a a t e---2; rn 

tiere c o c i ~ l e = e dor^ J a u a r y  6 ,  1972,;,ct,strictkg p l ~ n s  

--. - 's-n~ei: t5e De?&rtc:+x~z r e c e l g t  of t L e  po?ulation
stzt~s-cics--- . The 5 3 - 2 ~ yp e r l o d  f o r  object ior .  -3y e 
.LG tl-,ose pla=ls t h u s  e x g i r e s  on Warck 6 ,  1972. Kowever, 
2 s  I s t a t e d  i r ~my l e t t e r  oC Gscexbsr 23,  1971, w e  are 
g<.virAg e x p e d i t e d  c o a s l d e r ~ 2 i o n  t o  t h e s e  ?lz;~sand wiii 
rr.zke o u r  Cecis ior ,  on C'nex z s  soc:, ES ? o s s i b l e .  

DAVID L. 1:ow9a 
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  General 

Civi l  Rights  Division 


